NSIDELINES SUCCESS

DURPETTI

AN OLD-FASHIONED
WORK ETHIC

A s Michelle Durperti waits to
' jog her amarcur-owner hunter,
L Wluccarthe Kentucky Horse
Park., she's mlking animatedly into headphones
tucked carctully under her helmet with her
cellphone in hand.

The go-vear-old Chicago native is on a
conference call with part of the Turnkey
Hospitality Group team — her family’s
company whose brands include famed Chicago
steakhouses Gene & Georgerm, The Fstare
wedding venue, Turnkey Evenes Carering and
more. Before the conference call and her mid-
dav amatcur-owner hunter rounds, Michelle had
alrcady spent several hours doing work from
her camper, set up onsite at the Horse Park
provide her with a home base and. on this day,
an ideal location to field phone calls and finalize
details of an upcoming wedding, planned by
Michelles own Michelle Durpern Events,

When she leaves |exingron, Kenmucky,
Michelle will return home to Chicago just in
rime o put on an event and to partake in several
mecntngs regarding her familv’s next restaurant.
Bar Ida. which is slated o open in 2019,

Irs all a relanvely tvpical day for the amareur
cquestrian and accomplished entreprencur, but
watching it from a distance is enough to make
anyone question how Michelle is able mdoit
all, and so secamlessly. Michelle, however, knows
that there 1s really no seeret to her suceess.

Ir's all just something thart her dad, Tony
Durpeta, taught her that she needed a long
nme ago: a good, old-fashioned work ethic and
a4 commitment to execllence,

ACCOMPLISHING GOALS

Michelle was not raised in a family of
cquestrians. However, she was raised ina family
of hard-working entrepreneurs who taught her
to go after her goals with tenacitv, At the age of
o). riding became one of her goals.,
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Michelle was raised in
a family of hard-working
entrepreneurs who taught
her to go after her goals
with tenacity. At the age
of 9, riding bec

of her goals.

"My dad has been a mult-tasker and goal-
sctrer my whole life, and he taught me to seta
goal, work to achieve it, and then springboard
off of it to a bigger goal,” said Michelle, whose
hirst equestiian goal was leaming to ride
through lessons taken not far from Chicago.

After leasing her first horse, a 15-hand
Appaloosa named Keebler, and falling in love
with riding, showing. and her time spent at
the bam caring for Keebler. Michelle spring-
boarded to her next goal and began riding
with accomplished hunter/jumper professional
Katic Kappler, After spending her junior vears
riding and competing successtully under Karies
twitclage, Michelle began her initial amateur vears
riding with Lynn Jayne out of Our Day Farm.

While Michelle knew she always wanted to
retum to the sadule, she took a hiatus from riding
during her early adulthood to purste another
sizeable dream. Shortly after high school and her
initial years studying communications and Ttalian
at Dominican University in River Forest. Hinois,
Michelle moved to Florenee, Traly, to complete her
studics in her familv's country of ongin. Following
graduation. Michelle worked for two major event
management. public relanions and communications
firms — Jasculea ' I'erman and Edelman.

By the time Michelle was 26, however., she
had realized rwo things: that the traditonal
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corporate lifestyle did not fit her personalicy
and entrepreneurial spint and that she gready
missed riding, So, Michelle set her sights on
two new goals: forging an alternative career
path and finding her way back into the saddle.

PURSUING HER PASSIONS

In 2008, Michelle founded Michelle
Durpett Events, now one of Chicago’s leading
firms for wedding stvling. planning, logistics
management and event production. Shortly
after that. having discovered her professional
love. Michelle also retumed o the saddle and
her own personal passion for riding.

Through a recommendation from a friend,
Michelle connected with hunter-jumper
professional Greg Franklin at Canterbury Fam
in Hampshire. inois. Michelle spent several
vears raining with Gireg, and ulcimately with
Caithyn Shicls. who was working as Franklin's
Assistant trainer at the ame.

“Caithyn's ability and artitude are bevond
compare,” said Michelle, who also tormed a fast
and close friendship with Caitln. "She has a
knack tor understanding the horses she ndes and
bringing out the best in them, and she does the
cxact same thing with the people she teaches.
She’s made me so much more confident in the
sacdddle, and together we've been able to achieve

riding goals that I previously only dreamed of.”

"The equestrian goals thar Michelle sets for
herself are not small ones — particularly given
that they must be pursued simultancously with
her demanding carcer ambitions.

“As amareur riders, | know many of us can say,
Tm too busy. Now's not the right time because
of X, v or z” But when will be the right ome?” said
Michelle, T don’t know exactdy where 'm going
to be inavear, 5o instead of puttng off pursuing
my passion amidst the craziness that is life,

['ve tound a way to make my passion a priority
and to let it positively impact my carecrs, my
relationships and all facers of my hife.”

With the work ethic and pursuit of excellence
that her father instilled in her, Michelle has checked
off numerous achievements and milestones from
her bucket list in the last vear alone,

Adter qualifving tor and competing at the
2017 Pennsvivania Natonal and Washington
International horse shows — where she carned top-
four tinishes aboard Luocc amongst a competitive
ficld of yt-and-older amateurs — Michelle married
professional wedding photographer Collin Pierson
in a beautful January 2018 ceremony with a grand
reception at’ 1 he Breakers in Palm Beach, Flonda.

Just a few days later at the Winter Equesoian
Fesaval (WEL), Michelle competed her gyear-

Continted on page go
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Michelic Durpetti continued from page 4o
old warmblood gelding Cassius in the Amateur-
Owner Hunters tor the first time, as well as
showing her jumper mare, Serafina, and taking
mp-three placings with her hunter mount of
several vears, Lueea. During the second week of
WEF, Michelle and Cassius claimed their first
WEF reserve championship micolor together.,
marking the achievement of another goal and
part of what always keeps Michelle going.

“With a goal inmind., [ never make excuscs
like. T don't feel like going today because I'm
too tired or too busy, 1 worked a gooperson
wedding tor 14 hours yesterday. 1 don'twant
to getup and go rde,” sad Michelle, "It keeps
me going. because 1 know Pve ser this goal,

and 1 know Caitlyn is getting up every moming Michelle and her hushand Collin Pierson
and helping me and putting in the time to keep support system. Michelle gamered a number of wins
me: confident and to train me. The grooms are and top ribbons throughout the vear trom THI'TS set on the 201 winter show season and the
hiclping my horses be able to achiceve that goal. Oxala to the Great Lakes FEqguestrian Festival launch of Bar 1da. "1 really believe that voracious
When I know we're all working toward this i Traverse City. Michigan. and the kentucky tenacity, steady faith, good. old-fashioned
objective. and 1 have all of these people helping, I Summer Serics in Lexington. T he team marked the  discipline and a great team of people around yvou
know I've got to get up. show up and do my part” — end of their summer at the USTIA International are the seeret to life. Anvone deserves a shot at

At the start of 2018, Michelle was also highly Hunter Derby Championships, where Cassius had their drcam. and its with those ingredients that
instrumental in Caitlyn's kaunch of her own hunter/ — qualified to compete with Caitlvn for the second dreams ean beeome reality,”
jumper riding and training operation. T'rue North  consecutive vear and ulomately fimished 17th out of Those and, as her dad would say. some “good.
Stables. now bascd in Florida and Zion, Iinois. 83 entries and eighth in Seeton B. old-fashioned work ethic and a commitment to
Michelle became True North's very first clicnt. “Those are the kinds of moments dreams are exeellence.” B

With Caitlyn's guidance and their mutual made of.” said Michelle. who now has her sights Photas by Aullmyn Photography

Seavona Adcll continued fronn page 50

such as the Winter Equestrian Festival and the
Devon Horse Show.,

“I became an ambassador for JustWorld
Intermational because it scemed thar I might be
able t help make a difference in other people’s
lives,” she said. "When Gary asked if | wanted
o go see what it was about, [ was very honored
that I might be accepred w help.”

When asked about her role models, Savonna
said, "My mentors are Kelsey [ Dufty | and
Vietoria Colvin because they're both great
riders, and Gary and Donna [ Dufiyv] becausce
they're amazing art raining.”

[_noking ahead to the furure, all of these
characteristics will certainly help the aspiring
equine veterimanan achicve her goals both in
and out of the ring no macter which path she
decides to pursue, Ribbon hues will fade and
dust will eolleet on trophies, but learning what
it means to be a true equestrian as Savonna has
will never go our of style,
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Savonna with her frainer Gary Dufly
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